THE    ONLIE    BEGETTER              6l
The Catholics asserted that he had been murdered;
rumour associated Sir Christopher Hatton with the
crime, and a few years later Raleigh, in a letter to Sir
Robert Cecil, referred to Hatton's guilt as proved,
though there seems to be no authentic proof of this
assertion. [D.N.B.]
Percy's widow, Catherine Neville, subsequently
married Francis Fitton1 of Binfield, Berks, (whom I
have already mentioned), and died 28th October,
1596, being buried in Westminster Abbey. Her ten
children by the Earl included Eleanor Harbert; Lucy,
who married, first, Sir John Wbtton; Henry (1564-
1632), pth Earl; and William (1575-1648), poet. Of
the others Sir Charles and Sir Josceline were impli-
cated in the Earl of Essex's abortive uprising in Feb-
ruary, i600-1. They were, in fact, responsible with
others for attempting to incite the populace by put-
ting on Henry IF and Richard II at the Globe Theatre
on the eve of the rebellion.
This entire generation of the Percys was keenly
interested in literature. Sir Charles, a close friend
of Southampton, must have been personally ac-
quainted with Shakespeare, and his enthusiasm for
the great dramatist's work is amply testified by
the following letter, written by him to Mr. Car-
lThey were married in 1588, Francis was the great-uncle of Anne
and Mary Fitton. He died 1608.